STAFF RECOMMENDATION

September 8, 2005

TO: Historic Preservation Commission
FROM: Robin D. Ziek, Historic Preservation Planner
SUBJECT: Evaluation of Significance to Rockville of 315 Baltimore Road

DESCRIPTION: Rockville Park Subdivision, Block 3, Lot 24, 25, 26

OWNER: Richard and Catherine Eig
303 Baltimore Road
Rockville, MD 20850

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Based on an assessment of the history and architecture of the
site, Staff finds that this property meets adopted Rockville Criteria | - C and D; 11 - A and E for a local
historic district.

Architectural Significance

The house at 315 Baltimore Road is a front-gable wood frame house with a side-gable
wing to the west that was built at the end of the 19" century. The house is clad with German
siding with a broad bevel, and subsequent additions used German siding that’s a close, but not
exact, match. The gable ends visible from Baltimore Road are clad with octagonal wood
shingles, while the gable end at the rear, with a similar frieze board, is clad with German siding.
The roof has the original metal shingles. The house exhibits both Victorian and Colonial Revival
style elements, and reflects popular design and technology (such as public utilities) available at
the end of the 19" century. The house is a good example of the middle class homes built in
Rockville’s expansion east of the B&O Railroad tracks, as it grew from a small county seat into
the third largest city in Maryland.
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Cultural and Social Significance

The house illustrates national development trends at the turn of the 19"/20™ century. The
social history of the house illustrates the strong local character of the City, as long-established
families participated in the expansion of Rockville, buying lots and new homes for both
investment and as residences. This also illustrates the aspect of the suburban vision as “small
town living” as the new homes and properties in the new subdivisions were similar in character
and feel to the existing homes in the City.

Archeological resources: Low potential

There is some potential for finding late 19" and early 20" century artifacts on the
property through normal loss and discard patterns. A one-story outbuilding in the rear yard is
depicted on the 1924 Sanborn Maps, near the southeast corner of the house. This area is
currently planted with grass and shrubs. Archaeological investigations may provide some
information on function. However, the paths, walls and non-original garage all indicate a
measure of ground disturbance.
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CITY OF ROCKVILLE
HISTORIC DISTRICT DESIGNATION CRITERIA

315 Baltimore Road

Standing structures and sites, including archeological sites, must be determined to be
significant in one or more of the following criteria to be found eligible for designation:

|. Historical and cultural significance:

A. Is the site of a significant historic event?
No, this is not the site of a significant event.

B. Is identified with a person or a group of persons who influenced society?
No, this is not identified with a person or group who influenced society.

C. Does it exemplify the cultural, economic, social, political or historic heritage of the
County and its communities. (Refer to Rockville Context in Management Plan)

Yes. Under Rockville’s historic resources Management Plan, Context #6: Maturation
and Expansion of the County Seat, 1873-1931, this property illustrates the growth of the City
“from a small county seat ...to a larger, more sophisticated one.”” The property also illustrates
the continuity of families in Rockville through generations, as long-term residents participated in
the subdivision process (through both investment speculation and buying property to live in). As
one of the relatively few Victorian homes built in this early subdivision of the City, it illustrates
the architectural style of the day, and the use of public utilities (with its compact plan).

D. Has it character, interest, or value as part of the development, heritage or cultural
characteristics of the City, County, State, or Nation?

Yes, the property illustrates the development of Rockville in the late 19" century, as the
City grew with a dual image: a growing County seat and strong municipality, and a
desirable suburb of Washington, D.C. It also illustrates the vision of the new suburbs as the
“small town.”

Il. Architectural and design significance:

A. Does it embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period or method of
construction?

Yes. The wood frame structure illustrates the Victorian ideal of pattern, even with the
use of manufactured ““stock” items, such as the front door. The massing of the house also
conforms with the Victorian ideal of reaching out to the landscape, even while the tight floor
plan provided greater efficiency for the use of public utilities.
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B. Does this represent the work of a master?
No.

C. Does this possess high artistic values?
No.

D. Does this represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may
lack individual distinction? This applies to multi-site historic districts, and is not
applicable in this case.

E. Does this represents an established or familiar visual feature of the neighborhood
community or county due to its singular physical characteristic or landscape.

Yes, as one of the early Victorian homes built in the first subdivision in East Rockuville.
Situated on a corner lot, the house provides a good example of the country home set in its
landscape, in accordance with the philosophical basis for the new suburban communities.

[ll. Structural Integrity:

"Substantially Altered" (basic shape, original facade plan, windows and doors have been
obscured or changed.)

“Minor alterations” (porch removal or enclosure, roof material replacement, siding added
over old siding, basic mass and fenestration intact.

“Original or near original condition” (all changes reversible):

The house retains a great proportion of original fabric (i.e., German siding, metal roof
shingles, porch flooring, front door, windows), and it retains the original massing. Changes over
time that have their own merit include the rear two-story addition in the southwest area, while the
addition of the family room at the southeast corner is reversible (the back wall was retained in the
dining room, although a rear window was replaced with double doors).

Outbuildings present and recognizable

Original site and setting largely preserved. (Lot size, environmental character, trees,
setbacks, streetscape)

By 1906, the property consisted of three lots, providing ample garden space around the
house, and consistent with the development pattern of other similar homes near by. The mature
landscape on the property adds shade and character for the house and the neighborhood.
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If the site is found to meet one or more criteria and possesses sufficient integrity, it
is eligible to be recommended to the Mayor and Council as a potential historic
district or landmark site. Determine the level of site significance and list the
applicable criteria for the recommendation.

V. Level of site significance: (Check those that apply)

Local: The house exemplifies the degree to which Rockville followed national urban growth
patterns in the late 19" century.

State

National:
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At the second floor level, there is a single window with operable shutters in the gable end; and, a second window, with operable
shutters, in the “infill” portion of the second floor. There is one internal brick chimney at the rear, and a metal flue pipe in the one-
story family-room addition.

West (side) Fagade:

The West elevation consists of the two-bay front block with a gable end, and the one-bay rear two-story shed roof portion with its one-
story shed roof addition. The gable end has a small casement window for ventilation, and is clad with wood octagonal shingles above
a frieze board. The windows in the main block are in the south bay, with a typical double-hung one/one window at the first floor
level, and a small casement window stacked above that. The rear addition has stacked one/one windows centered in the addition,
while the one-story shed addition has no windows on the west facade. All of the double-hung windows have operable shutters.

West Elevation
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L . Garage, north and east elevations
Aerial view of house, looking southeast

Environmental Setting:

The environmental setting for the property includes the three platted lots upon which the house sits. The orientation of the house
conforms with the neighboring properties along Baltimore Road, with a similar frontyard setback, generous rear and side yards, and
the public orientation to Baltimore Road. Maple trees in the front yard and at the southeast corner of the property act as street trees
and set off the property from the road. Additional landscaping includes mature foundation plantings around the house, such as the tall
holly on the east side. The backyard garden includes landscape walls, brick paths and shrubs. The two-car wood frame garage sits in
the southwest quadrant of the site, with an asphalt driveway leading off Maple Avenue. The building is sited in the yard, leaving
generous garden space around it. The garage is clad with German siding that matches the secondary German siding on the house.
There are two garage doors facing Maple Avenue, as well as a pair of six-light casement windows in the gable end. On the North
elevation, a single half-light wood door faces the house and a brick path provides pedestrian access to the garage.



8. Significance Inventory No.

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below
_1600-1699 __agriculture ___economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts
_1700-1799 __archeology __ education __industry __ philosophy
_1800-1899 X architecture __ engineering ___invention __ politics/government
X 1900-1999 __art ___entertainment/ __landscape architecture __ religion
2000- ___commerce recreation _law ___science
___ communications __ ethnic heritage __literature X social history
X community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
___conservation settlement __ military __other:
Specific dates Architect/Builder

Construction dates 1900

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

Summary

Constructed at the end of the 19" century, this property is significant under Rockville Criteria | C and D; Il A and E. It illustrates
the distillation of national trends in design and construction to suit the new middle class buying homes in Rockville’s latest
subdivisions. As the farmland surrounding Rockville was exchanged for new housing subdivisions, ® a dual vision of the City
developed. The City of Rockville continued its role as the County Seat, but also developed as an attractive suburb to Washington, D.
C. The Capitol City, in particular, was affected by the Civil Service Act of 1883, which established a permanent federal Civil Service
based on merit appointments. The already established stop on the B&O Railroad line furthered Rockville’s expansion, providing
access to its healthful® and beautiful country setting, schools, downtown shopping, and other opportunities offered by local city
government. The subject property was built in the Rockville Park subdivision, with its narrow lots platted for multiple purchase.® The
late 19™ century house illustrates the late Victorian use of multiple materials as decoration, including horizontal siding, shaped wood
shingles, and stained glass. The property is associated with the longterm ownership of three families: Rabbitt (1895-1922), Ray
(1922 - 1957) and Calantonio (1957 — 2004).

® This is termed “Rockville’s Maturation and Expansion as the County Seat (1873 — 1930)” in the City’s Historic Resources
Management Plan, City of Rockville, 1986; historic context #6. See also Rockville, Portrait of a City by Eileen McGuckian, chapter
Five, p. 65ff.

* See www.ourdocuments.gov, August 24, 2005.

® See Henry Copp’s brochure, Peerless Rockville: What it Offers to Homeseekers and Investors, 1890. Noting an altitude of 500’ and
an organized community of about 1500 people, Copp touts Rockville as a destination for “health, wealth, comfort, and moral society.”
® Reading sold only a few of the original lots. Danenhower’s subdivision provided more opportunities to group the substandard
individual lots into a unified property of a size of choice, while also accommodating investment buying.




